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Title  30 — Mineral  Resources 

CHAPTER  I— BUREAU  OF  MINES, 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

SUBCHAPTER  N— METAL  AND  NON  METALLIC 
MINE  SAFETY 

PART  55 — HEALTH  AND  SAFETY  STAND¬ 
ARDS — METAL  AND  NONMETALLIC 

OPEN  PIT  MINES 

Miscellaneous  Amendments 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  under  sec¬ 
tion  6  of  the  Federal  Metal  and  Non- 
metallic  Mine  Safety  Act  (30  U.S.C.  725) 
to  develop,  revise,  and  promulgate  health 
and  safety  standards  for  metal  and  non- 
metal  mines,  there  was  published  on 
Saturday,  December  9,  1972,  a  notice  of 
proposed  rulemaking  in  Part  II  of  the 
Federal  Register  (37  FR  26378),  to 
amend  Part  55,  Subchapter  N,  Chapter 
I,  Title  30,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations, 
by  revising  and  revoking  certain  stand¬ 
ards  currently  in  force  and  by  adding  a 
new  standard.  Each  of  the  standards 
contained  in  the  notice  was  developed  or 
revised  after  consultation  with  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Safety 
Advisory  Committee  appointed  pursuant 
to  section  7  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C.  726). 

The  notice  further  provided  that  each 
proposed  standard  which  is  to  be  a  man¬ 
datory  standard  was  so  designated  by 
the  word  “Mandatory”  which  appeared 
at  the  beginning  of  the  standard  and  if 
a  standard  had  been  recommended  by 
the  Federal  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine 
Safety  Advisory  Committee,  such  stand¬ 
ard  was  identified  by  the  letters  “MNM 
SAC.”  Under  the  provisions  of  subsec¬ 
tion  6(e)  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C.  725(e) )  a 
standard  recommended  by  the  Advisory 
Committee  was  not  subject  to  hearings. 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  subsection 
6(e)  of  the  Act  and  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  subsection  6(d)  (30 
U.S.C.  725(d))  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  the  period  fixed  for  the  submission  of 
written  data,  views,  or  arguments,  any 
person  who  may  be  adversely  affected  by 
a  proposed  standard,  which  had  not  been 
recommended  by  the  Federal  Metal  and 
Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee,  was  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
file  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
written  objections  thereto  stating  the 
grounds  for  such  objection  and  request¬ 
ing  a  public  hearing  (subject  to  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Procedure  Act)  on  such 
objection. 

Interested  persons  were  afforded  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  30  days  from  the  date  of  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  proposed  amendments  in 
which  to  submit  written  data,  view's,  ar¬ 
guments  and  requests  for  a  hearing.  Such 
period  was  subsequently  extended  to  Jan¬ 
uary  31, 1973,  by  a  notice  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  on  January  23,  1973  (38 
FR  2219) . 

There  were  no  hearings  requested  on 
the  standards  which  are  promulgated  be¬ 
low.  All  of  the  data,  view's  or  arguments 
received  concerning  these  standards  were 
given  careful  consideration  by  the 
Department. 

In  response  to  a  recommendation  that 
proposed  mandatory  standard  55.4-48 
specify  the  length  of  time  that  records 
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are  to  be  kept  of  employee  instruction  on 
fire  alarm  signals  and  applicable  proce¬ 
dures  to  be  followed  in  case  of  fire  or 
other  disaster,  the  proposed  standard  has 
been  revised  to  provide  that  these  records 
shall  be  retained  for  two  years.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  an  editorial  change  substituting 
“emergency”  for  “disaster”  has  been 
made  in  the  proposed  standard.  The  in¬ 
tention  of  this  standard  is  to  avert  dis¬ 
asters  by  having  pre-planned  and  disci¬ 
plined  response  by  employees  to  fires  and 
other  emergencies. 

In  order  that  the  Secretary  may  carry 
out  his  responsibilities  under  the  Federal 
Metal  and  Nonmetallic  Mine  Safety  Act, 
and  enforce  mandatory  health  and  safety 
standards  by  the  systematic  inspection 
and  investigation  of  conditions  and  prac¬ 
tices  at  each  open  pit  mine  covered  by  the 
Act,  it  is  essential  that  the  Secretary  be 
notified  of  the  approximate  or  actual  date 
on  w'hich  operations  will  commence  at 
new  mines  or  at  reactivated  mines  and 
the  closing  of  mines  so  that  the  Mining 
Enforcement  and  Safety  Administration 
may  efficiently  schedule  and  conduct  in¬ 
spections  and  investigations  which  are 
required  under  the  Act,  and  it  is  for  these 
reasons  §  55.26-1  has  been  proposed.  In 
response  to  a  suggestion  received 
§  55.26-1  has  been  revised  to  provide  that 
if  an  open  pit  mine  is  located  in  a  State 
where  a  State  Plan  Agreement,  approved 
by  the  Secretary  under  section  16  of  the 
Act  (30  U.S.C.  735),  is  in  effect,  the 
owner,  operator  or  person  in  charge  shall 
notify  the  appropriate  State  agency  of 
the  opening  and  closing  of  the  mine. 

Part  55  of  Chapter  I  of  Title  30  of  the 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations  is  amended 
as  set  forth  below: 

Effective  dates. — The  effective  dates  of 
the  new  standards,  and  amendments,  re¬ 
visions,  and  revocation  of  standards  are 
as  follows: 

1.  Standards  55.4-48  and  55.26-1  shall 
become  effective  on  August  29, 1973. 

2.  Standard  55.4-32  is  revoked  effec¬ 
tive  August  29, 1973. 

3.  The  amendment  and  revision  of 
standard  55.18-10  shall  become  effective 
on  October  1, 1973. 

John  B.  Rigg, 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Interior. 

August  23,  1973. 

Part  55,  Title  30,  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  is  amended  and  revised  as 
follows : 

§  55.4  [  Amended  ] 

1.  Standard  55.4-32,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12505),  is  revoked. 

2.  New  standard  55.4-48  is  added  to 
read  as  follows: 

55.4-48  Mandatory. — All  employees  shall 
be  instructed  at  least  once  each  calendar 
year  on  fire  alarm  signals  and  applicable 
procedures  to  be  followed  in  case  of  fire  or 
other  emergency.  Records  of  instruction 
shall  be  kept  for  two  years. 

§55.18  [Amended] 

3.  Standard  55.18-10,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  13509),  is  revised 
to  read  as  follows: 


55.18-10  Mandatory. — Selected  supervi¬ 
sors  shall  be  trained  in  first  aid.  First  aid 
training  shall  be  made  available  to  all  in¬ 
terested  employees. 

4.  A  new  §  55.26,  Procedures,  and  new 
standard  55.26-1  are  added  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  55.26  Procedures. 

Notification  of  Commencement  of  Opera¬ 
tions  and  Closing  of  Mines 

55.26-1  Mandatory. — The  owner,  opera¬ 
tor,  or  person  in  charge  of  any  metal  or  non- 
metal  mine  shall  notify  the  nearest  Mining 
Enforcement  and  Safety  Administration 
Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Health  and  Safety 
subdistrict  office  or  the  State  agency  if  the 
mine  is  located  in  a  State  which  has  a  State 
Plan  Agreement  in  effect,  before  starting 
operations,  of  the  approximate  or  actual  date 
mine  operation  will  commence.  The  notifi¬ 
cation  shall  include  the  mine  name,  loca¬ 
tion,  the  company  name,  mailing  address, 
person  in  charge,  and  whether  operations 
will  be  continuous  or  intermittent. 

When  any  mine  is  closed,  the  person  in 
charge  shall  notify  the  nearest  subdistrict 
office  or  State  agency  as  provided  above,  and 
indicate  whether  the  closure  is  temporary 
or  permanent. 

[FR  Doc.73-18228  Filed  8-28-73:8:45  am] 


PART  56— HEALTH  AND  SAFETY  STAND¬ 
ARDS— SAND,  GRAVEL,  AND  CRUSHED 

STONE  OPERATIONS 

Miscellaneous  Amendments 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  under  sec¬ 
tion  6  of  the  Federal  Metal  and  Non¬ 
metallic  Mine  Safety  Act  (30  U.S.C.  725) 
to  develop,  revise  and  promulgate  health 
and  safety  standards  for  metal  and  non- 
metal  mines,  there  was  published  on 
Saturday,  December  9,  1972  a  notice  of 
proposed  rulemaking  in  Part  n  of  the 
Federal  Register  (37  FR  26378),  to 
amend  Part  56,  Subchapter  N,  Chapter 
I,  Title  30,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations, 
by  revising  and  revoking  certain  stand¬ 
ards  currently  in  force  and  by  adding  a 
new  standard.  Each  of  the  standards 
contained  in  the  notice  was  developed 
or  revised  after  consultation  with  the 
Federal  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine 
Safety  Advisory  Committee  appointed 
pursuant  to  section  7  of  the  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  726).  k 

The  notice  further  provided  that  each 
proposed  standard  which  is  to  be  a  man¬ 
datory  standard  was  so  designated  by 
the  word  “Mandatory”  which  appeared 
at  the  beginning  of  the  standard  and  if 
a  standard  has  been  recommended  by 
the  Federal  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine 
Safety  Advisory  Committee,  such  stand¬ 
ard  was  identified  by  the  letters 
“MNMSAC.”  Under  the  provisions  of 
subsection  6(e)  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C. 
725(e))  the  standard  recommended  by 
the  Advisory  Committee  was  not  subject 
to  hearings. 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  subsection 
6(e)  of  the  Act  and  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  subsection  6(d)  (30 
U.S.C.  725(d))  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  the  period  fixed  for  the  submission  of 
written  data,  views,  or  arguments,  any 
person  who  may  be  adversely  affected  by 
a  proposed  standard,  which  had  not  been 
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recommended  by  the  Federal  Metal  and 
Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee,  was  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
file  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
written  objections  thereto  stating  the 
grounds  for  such  objection  and  request¬ 
ing  a  public  hearing  (subject  to  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Procedure  Act)  on  such  ob¬ 
jection. 

Interested  persons  were  afforded  a 
period  of  30  days  from  the  date  of  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  proposed  amendments  in 
which  to  submit  written  data,  views,  ar¬ 
guments  and  requests  for  a  hearing. 
Such  period  was  subsequently  extended 
to  January  31, 1973,  by  a  notice  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  on  January  23, 
1973  (38  FR  2219). 

There  were  no  hearings  requested  on 
the  standards  which  are  promulgated  be¬ 
low.  All  of  the  data,  views,  or  arguments 
received  concerning  these  standards  were 
given  careful  consideration  by  the  De¬ 
partment.  In  response  to  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  proposed  mandatory  standard 
56.4-48  specify  the  length  of  time  that 
records  are  to  be  kept  of  employee  in¬ 
struction  on  fire  alarm  signals  and  ap¬ 
plicable  procedures  to  be  followed  in  case 
of  fire  or  other  disaster,  the  proposed 
standard  has  been  revised  to  provide 
that  these  records  shall  be  retained  for  2 
years.  In  addition,  an  editorial  change 
substituting  "emergency”  for  "disaster” 
has  been  made  in  the  proposed  standard. 
The  intention  of  this  standard  is  to  avert 
disasters  by  having  pre-planned  and  dis¬ 
ciplined  response  by  employees  to  fires 
and  other  emergencies. 

In  order  that  the  Secretary  may  carry 
out  his  responsibilities  under  the  Federal 
Metal  and  Nonmetallic  Mine  Safety  Act, 
and  enforce  mandatory  health  and  safety 
standards  by  the  systematic  inspection 
and  investigation  of  conditions  and  prac¬ 
tices  at  each  sand,  gravel,  or  crushed 
stone  operation  covered  by  the  Act,  it  is 
essential  that  the  Secretary  be  notified 
of  the  approximate  or  actual  date  on 
which  operations  will  commence  at  new 
mines  or  at  reactivated  mines  and  the 
closing  of  mines  so  that  the  Mining  En¬ 
forcement  and  Safety  Administration 
may  efficiently  schedule  and  conduct  in¬ 
spections  and  investigations  which  are 
required  under  the  Act,  and  it  is  for  these 
reasons  §  56.26-1  has  been  proposed.  In 
response  to  a  suggestion  received 
§  56.26-1  has  been  revised  to  provide  that 
if  a  sand,  gravel,  or  crushed  stone  opera¬ 
tion  is  located  in  a  state  where  a  State 
Plan  Agreement,  approved  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  under  section  16  of  the  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  735),  is  in  effect,  the  owner,  op¬ 
erator  or  person  in  charge  shall  notify 
the  appropriate  State  agency  of  the 
opening  and  closing  of  the  sand,  gravel 
or  crushed  stone  operation. 

Part  56  of  Chapter  I  of  Title  30  of  the 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations  is  amended 
as  set  forth  below: 

Effective  dates. — The  effective  dates  of 
the  new  standards,  and  amendments,  re¬ 
visions  and  revocations  of  standards  are 
as  follows: 

1.  Standards  56.4-48  and  56.26-1  shall 
become  effective  upon  August  29, 1973, 


2.  Standard  56.4-32  is  revoked  effec¬ 
tive  August  29, 1973. 

3.  The  amendment  and  revisions  of 
standard  56.18-10  shall  become  effective 
on  October  1, 1973. 

John  B.  Rigg, 

Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 

of  the  Interior. 

August  23,  1973. 

Part  56,  Title  30,  Code  of  Federal  Reg¬ 
ulations  is  amended  and  revised  as 
follows: 

§  56.-4  [Amended] 

1.  Standard  56.4-32,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12512) ,  is  revoked. 

2.  New  standard  56.4-48  is  added  to 
read  as  follows: 

56.4—48  Mandatory. — All  employees  shall 
be  instructed  at  least  once  each  calendar 
year  on  fire  alarm  signals  and  applicable  pro¬ 
cedures  to  be  followed  in  case  of  fire  or 
other  emergency.  Records  of  instruction  shall 
be  kept  for  2  years. 

§  56.18  [Amended] 

3.  Standard  56.18-10,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12515),  is  revised  to 
read  as  follows: 

56.18-10  Mandatory.  —  Selected  super¬ 
visors  shall  be  trained  in  first  aid.  First  aid 
training  shall  be  made  available  to  all  inter¬ 
ested  employees. 

4.  A  new  §  56.26,  Procedures,  and  a 
new  standard  56.26-1  are  added  to  read 
as  follows : 

§  56.26  Procedures. 

Notification  of  Commencement  of  Opera¬ 
tions  and  Closing  of  Mines 

56.26-1  Mandatory. — The  owner,  operator, 
or  person  in  charge  of  any  metal  and  non- 
metal  mine  shall  notify  the  nearest  Mining 
Enforcement  in  Safety  Administration  Metal 
and  Nonmetal  Mine  Health  and  Safety  sub¬ 
district  office  or  the  State  agency  if  the  mine 
is  located  in  a  State  which  has  a  State  Plan' 
Agreement  in  efTect,  before  starting  opera¬ 
tions,  of  the  approximate  or  actual  date  mine 
operation  will  commence.  The  notification 
shall  Include  the  mine  name,  location,  the 
company  name,  mailing  address,  person  in 
charge,  and  whether  operations  will  be  con¬ 
tinuous  or  intermittent. 

When  any  mine  is  closed,  the  person  in 
charge  shall  notify  the  nearest  subdistrict 
office  or  State  agency  as  provided  above  and 
indicate  whether  the  closure  is  temporary 
or  permanent. 

[FR  Doc.73-18227  Filed  8-28-73;  8:45  am| 


PART  57— HEALTH  AND  SAFETY  STAND¬ 
ARDS;  METAL  AND  NONMETALLIC 
UNDERGROUND  MINES 

Miscellaneous  Amendments 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  under  sec¬ 
tion  6  of  the  Federal  Metal  and  Non¬ 
metallic  Mine  Safety  Act  (30  U.S.C.  725) 
to  develop,  revise,  and  promulgate  health 
and  safety  standards  for  metal  and  non- 
metal  mines,  there  was  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  on  Saturday,  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1972,  a  notice  of  proposed  rule- 
making  in  Part  II  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter  (37  FR  26379-16380),  to  amend  Part 
57,  Subchapter  N,  Chapter  I,  Title  30, 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  by  revising 


and  revoking  certain  standards  currently 
in  force  and  by  adding  new  standards. 
Each  of  the  standards  contained  in  the 
notice  was  developed  or  revised  after 
consultation  with  the  Federal  Metal  and 
Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  pursuant  to  section  7 
of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C.  726). 

The  notice  further  provided  that  each 
proposed  standard  which  is  to  be  a  man¬ 
datory  standard  was  so  designated  by 
the  word  “Mandatory”  which  appeared 
at  the  beginning  of  the  standard  and  if 
a  standard  had  been  recommended  by 
the  Federal  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine 
Safety  Advisory  Committee,  such  stand¬ 
ard  was  identified  by  the  letters  “MNM 
SAC.”  On  Friday,  December  17,  1971, 
there  was  published  a  notice  of  proposed 
rulemaking  in  the  Federal  Register  (36 
FR  24044-24046)  proposing  to  renumber 
§  57.4-34  to  §  57.4-47  and  applicable  to 
surface  only  and  to  add  a  new  §  57.4-75 
which  applies  to  underground  only. 
These  revisions  were  recommended  by 
the  Federal  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine 
Safety  Advisory  Committee.  Under  the 
provisions  of  subsection  6(e)  of  the  Act 
(30  U.S.C.  725(e)),  standards  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Advisory  Committee  are 
not  subject  to  hearings. 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  subsection 
6(e)  of  the  Act  and  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  subsection  6(d)  (30 
U.S.C.  725(d) )  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  the  period  fixed  for  the  submission  of 
written  data,  views,  or  arguments,  any 
person  who  may  be  adversely  affected  by 
a  proposed  standard,  which  had  not  been 
recommended  by  the  Federal  Metal  and 
Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Commit¬ 
tee,  was  afforded  an  opportunity  to  file 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  written 
objections  thereto  stating  the  grounds  for 
such  objection  and  requesting  a  public 
hearing  (subject  to  the  Administrative 
Procedure  Act)  on  such  objection. 

Interested  persons  were  afforded  a 
period  of  45  days  from  the  date  of  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  proposed  amendments  on 
December  17,  1971,  and  a  period  of  30 
days  from  the  date  of  publication  of  the 
proposed  amendments  on  December  9, 
1972  in  which  to  submit  written  data, 
views,  arguments,  and  requests  for  a 
hearing  (only  for  those  proposed  manda¬ 
tory  standards  which  were  not  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Federal  Metal  and  Non- 
metal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Committee 
which  were  published  on  December  9, 
1972) .  The  30  day  period  provided  in  the 
notice  of  December  9,  1972,  was  subse¬ 
quently  extended  to  January  31,  1973,  by 
a  notice  published  in  the  Federal  Reg¬ 
ister  on  January  23,  1973  (38  FR  2219). 

There  were  no  hearings  requested  on 
the  standards  which  are  promulgated 
below.  All  of  the  data,  views,  or  argu¬ 
ments  received  concerning  these  stand¬ 
ards  were  given  careful  consideration  by 
the  Department.  In  response  to  the  data, 
views,  and  arguments  received,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  changes  in  the  proposed  stand¬ 
ards  have  been  made: 

A.  It  was  recommended  that  proposed 
mandatory  standard  57.4-48  specify  the 
length  of  time  that  records  are  to  be  kept 
of  employee  instructions  on  fire  alarm 
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signals  and  applicable  procedures  to  be 
followed  in  case  of  fire  or  other  disaster. 
The  proposed  standard  has  been  revised 
to  provide  that  these  records  shall  be 
retained  for  2  years.  In  addition,  an  edi¬ 
torial  change  substituting  “emergency” 
for  “disaster”  has  been  made  in  the  pro¬ 
posed  standard.  The  intention  of  this 
standard  is  to  avert  disasters  by  having 
pre-planned  and  disciplined  response  by 
employees  to  fires  and  other  emergencies. 

B.  It  was  recommended  that  proposed 
mandatory  standard  57.4-74  be  clarified. 
Since  the  standard  applies  only  to  per¬ 
sons  working  underground  and  to  those 
surface  personnel  who  are  involved  in 
escape  and  evacuation  plans,  the  phrase 
“at  an  underground  operation”  has  been 
clarified  to  specify  that  all  employees 
“involved  in  the  escape  and  evacuation 
plans  for  an  underground  operation”  will 
be  instructed  on  the  plans.  In  response 
to  a  recommendation  the  proposed 
standard  has  been  expanded  to  apply 
to  employees  who  normally  work  in  more 
than  one  area  of  an  underground  mine 
such  as  maintenance  men,  electricians, 
carpenters,  laborers,  supervisors  and 
others  by  adding,  “However,  employees 
who  normally  work  in  more  than  one 
area  of  the  underground  mine  shall  be 
instructed  at  least  once  each  calendar 
year  in  the  location  of  escapeways  for  all 
areas  of  the  mine  in  which  they  normally 
work  or  travel.”  The  proposed  standard 
has  also  been  revised  to  provide  that 
these  records  are  to  be  retained  for  a 
period  of  two  years. 

C.  Proposed  mandatory  standard  57.4- 
73  is  also  revised  to  provide  that  records 
of  underground  mine  evacuation  drills 
are  to  be  retained  for  2  years. 

In  order  that  the  Secretary  may  carry 
out  his  responsibilities  under  the  Federal 
Metal  and  Nonmetallic  Mine  Safety  Act, 
and  enforce  mandatory  health  and 
safety  by  systematic  inspection  and 
investigation  of  conditions  and  practices 
at  each  underground  mine  covered  by 
the  Act,  it  is  essential  that  the  Secretary 
be  notified  of  the  approximate  or  actual 
date  on  which  operations  will  commence 
at  new  mines  or  at  reactivated  mines  and 
the  closing  of  mines  so  that  the  Mining 
Enforcement  and  Safety  Administration 
may  efficiently  schedule  and  conduct  in¬ 
spections  and  investigations  which  are 
required  under  the  Act,  and  it  is  for  these 
reasons  §  55.26-1  has  been  proposed.  In 
response  to  a  suggestion  received, 
§  57.26-1  has  been  revised  to  provide  that 
if  an  underground  mine  is  located  in  a 
State  where  a  State  Plan  Agreement,  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Secretary  under  section  16 
of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C.  735),  is  in  effect, 
the  owner,  operator,  or  person  in  charge 
shall  notify  the  appropriate  State  agency 
of  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  mine. 

Part  57  of  Chapter  I  of  Title  30  of  the 


Code  of  Federal  Regulations  is  amended 
as  set  forth  below’ : 

Effective  dates. — The  effective  dates  of 
the  new'  standards,  and  amendments,  re¬ 
visions,  and  revocations  of  standards  are 
as  follows: 

1.  Standards  57.4-48,  57.4-73,  57.4-74, 
and  57.26-1  shall  become  effective  on 
August  29,  1978. 

2.  Standard  57.4-32  is  revoked  effec¬ 
tive  on  August  29,  1978. 

3.  Standards  57.11-58,  57.18-10,  the 
renumbering  of  standard  57.4-34  to  57.4- 
47,  57.4-75,  and  the  revocation  of  stand¬ 
ard  57.18-27  shall  become  effective  on 
October  1,  1973. 

John  B.  Rigg, 

Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 

of  the  Interior. 

August  23,  1973. 

Part  57,  Title  30,  Code  of  Federal  Reg¬ 
ulations,  is  amended  and  revised  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

§  57.4  [Amended] 

1.  Standard  57.4-32,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12519),  is  revoked. 

2.  Standard  57.4-34,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12519),  which  ap¬ 
plies  to  surface  and  underground  opera¬ 
tions,  is  renumbered  57.4-47,  and  applies 
to  surface  operations  only. 

3.  New  standard  57.4-48,  which  applies 
to  surface  operations  only,  is  added  to 
read  as  follows: 

57.4- 48  Mandatory. — All  employees  shall 
be  instructed  at  least  once  each  calendar 
year  on  fire-alarm  signals  and  applicable 
procedures  to  be  followed  in  case  of  fire  or 
other  emergency.  Records  of  instruction  shall 
be  kept  for  2  years. 

4.  New  standard  57.4-73,  which  applies 
to  underground  operations  only,  is  added 
to  read  as  follows: 

57.4- 73  Mandatory. — Mine  evacuation 

drills  shaU  be  held  for  each  shift  once  every 
6  months.  These  evacuation  drills  shall  in¬ 
volve  all  employees  on  each  shift  and  shall 
include : 

(a)  Activation  of  the  fire-alarm  system. 

(b)  Evacuation  of  all  men  from  their  work 
areas  to  the  surface  or  to  designated  central 
evacuation  points  at  some  time  other  than 
a  shift  change. 

Records  of  such  drills,  showing  the  time 
and  date,  shall  be  kept  for  at  least  2  years 
after  each  drill. 

5.  New  standard  57.4-74,  which  applies 
to  underground  operations  only,  is  added 
to  read  as  follows: 

57.4- 74  Mandatory.— All  employees  in¬ 
volved  in  the  escape  and  evaluation  plan 
for  an  underground  operation  shall  be  in¬ 
structed  at  least  once  each  calendar  year  on 
current  escape  and  evaluation  plans,  fire- 
alarm  signals,  and  applicable  procedures  to 
be  followed  in  case  of  fire  or  other  emergency. 
New  employees  shall  receive  such  instruc¬ 
tions  before  going  underground.  Whenever 
an  employee  is  assigned  to  work  in  another 


area  of  the  mine  he  shall  be  instructed  on 
the  escapeway  for  that  area  at  the  time  of 
such  assignment.  However,  employees  who 
normally  work  in  more  than  one  area  of  the 
mine  shall  be  instructed  at  least  once  each 
calendar  year  in  the  location  of  escapeways 
for  all  areas  of  the  mine  in  which  they 
normally  work  or  travel.  Whenever  a  change 
is  made  in  escape  and  evaluation  plans  and 
procedures  for  any  area  of  the  mine,  all 
affected  employees  shall  be  instructed  of  such 
change.  Records  of  instruction  shall  be  kept 
for  2  years. 

6.  New  standard  57.4-75,  which  applies 
to  underground  operations  only,  is  added 
to  read  as  follows: 

57.4-75  Mandatory. — Belt  conveyors  shall 
be  equipped  with  slippage  and  sequence 
switches. 

§  57.11  [Amended] 

7.  New  standard  57.11-58,  which  ap¬ 
plies  to  underground  operations  only,  is 
added  to  read  as  follows: 

57.11-58  Mandatory. — Each  operator  of 
an  underground  mine  shall  establish  a 
check-in  and  check-out  system  which  shall 
provide  an  accurate  record  of  persons  in  the 
mine.  These  records  shall  be  kept  on  the 
surface  in  a  place  chosen  to  minimize  the 
danger  of  destruction  by  fire  or  other  haz¬ 
ards.  Every  person  underground  shall  carry 
a  positive  means  of  being  identified. 

§  57.18  [Amended] 

8.  Standard  57.18-10,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12524),  is  revised 
to  read  as  follows : 

57.18-10  Mandatory. — Selected  supervisors 
shall  be  trained  in  first  aid.  First  aid  train¬ 
ing  shall  be  made  available  to  all  Interested 
employees. 

9.  Standard  57.18-27,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12524),  is  revoked. 

10.  A  new  §  57.26,  Procedures,  and  a 
new  standard  57.26-1  are  added  to  read 
as  follows : 

§  57.26  Procedures. 

Notification  of  Commencement  of  Opera¬ 
tions  and  Closing  of  Mines 

57.26-1  Mandatory. — The  owner,  operator, 
or  person  in  charge  of  any  metal  and  non- 
metal  mine  shall  notify  the  nearest  Mining 
Enforcement  and  Safety  Administration 
Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Health  and  Safety 
subdistrict  office  or  the  State  agency  if  the 
mine  is  located  in  a  State  which  has  a 
State  Plan  Agreement  in  effect,  before  start¬ 
ing  operations,  of  the  approximate  or  actual 
date  mine  operation  will  commence.  The 
notification  shall  Include  the  mine  name, 
location,  the  company  name,  mailing  address, 
person  in  charge,  and  whether  operations 
will  be  continuous  or  intermittent. 

When  any  mine  is  closed,  the  person  in 
charge  shall  notify  the  nearest  subdistrict 
office  or  State  agency  as  provided  above  and 
indicate  whether  the  closure  is  temporary  or 
permanent. 

[FR  Doc.73-18235  Filed  8-28-73:8:45  am] 
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PROPOSED  RULES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Mining  Enforcement  and  Safety 
Administration 

[  30  CFR  Part  55  ] 

METAL  AND  NONMETALLIC  OPEN  PIT 
MINES 

Proposed  Health  and  Safety  Standards 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  pursuant 
to  the  authority  vested  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  under  the  Federal  Metal 
and  Nonmetallic  Mine  Safety  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  721-740)  to  promulgate  health  and 
safety  standards  for  metal  and  nonmetal 
mines,  it  is  proposed  to  amend  Part  55, 
Subchapter  N,  Chapter  I,  Title  30,  Code 
of  Federal  Regulations,  by  adding,  re¬ 
voking,  and  revising  certain  standards 
pertaining  to  air  quality  and  physical 
agents,  explosives,  rotary  jet  piercing, 
electricity,  personal  protection,  and  man 
hoisting  as  set  forth  below.  These  stand¬ 
ards  have  been  developed  after  consulta¬ 
tion  with  the  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine 
Safety  Advisory  Committee  appointed 
pursuant  to  section  7  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C. 
726). 

Each  standard  which  is  to  be  a  man¬ 
datory  standard  is  so  designated  by  the 
word  “Mandatory”  which  appears  at  the 
beginning  of  the  section  in  which  the 
standard  is  prescribed.  If  the  Metal  and 
Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  has  recommended  a  mandatory 
standard,  the  standard  will  be  preceded 
by  the  word  “Mandatory”  and  the  letters 
“MNMSAC”  in  this  manner  “Manda¬ 
tory— MNMSAC.” 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  subsection 
(e)  of  section  6  (30  U.S.C.  725  (e) )  and 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sub¬ 
section  (d)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  725  (d) )  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  the  period  fixed  for  the  submission 
of  written  data,  views,  or  arguments,  any 
person  who  may  be  adversely  affected  by 
a  proposed  health  and  safety  standard 
which  is  designated  as  a  mandatory 
standard  and  which  has  not  been  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  mandatory  standard  by  the 
Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advi¬ 
sory  Committee  may  file  with  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Interior  written  objections 
thereto  stating  the  grounds  for  such  ob¬ 
jection  and  requesting  a  public  hearing 
(subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  Procedure  Act)  on  such  objec¬ 
tions. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  subsec¬ 
tion  (e)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C. 
725  (e) )  proposed  mandatory  standards 
which  have  been  recommended  by  the 
Advisory  Committee,  are  not  subject  to 
hearings. 

Interested  persons  may  on  or  before 
October  15,  1973,  submit  written  data, 
views,  arguments,  or  objections  to  the 
proposals.  All  communications  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Administrator,  Mining 
Enforcement  and  Safety  Administration, 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington, 
D.C.  20240. 

John  B.  Rigg, 

Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 

of  the  Interior. 

August  23,  1973. 


§  55.5  [Amended] 

1.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  55.5-1,  promulgated  on  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1970  (35  FR  18587),  as  follows: 

55.5- 1  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Except  as 
permitted  by  §  55.5-5: 

(a)  The  exposure  to  airborne  contami¬ 
nants,  excluding  asbestos,  shall  not  exceed, 
on  the  basis  of  a  time  weighted  average,  the 
threshold  limit  values  adopted  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Conference  of  Governmental  Industrial 
Hygienists,  as  set  forth  and  explained  in  the 
1972  edition  of  the  Conference’s  publication, 
entitled  “TLV’s  Threshold  Limit  Values  for 
Chemical  Substances  and  Physical  Agents  in 
the  Workroom  Environment  with  Intended 
Changes  for  1972,"  pages  1  through  52,  which 
are  hereby  incorporated  by  reference  and 
made  a  part  hereof.  This  publication  may  be 
obtained  from  the  American  Conference  of 
Governmental  Industrial  Hygienists  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  P.O.  Box  1937, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45201,  or  may  be  examined 
in  any  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Health  and 
Safety  District  or  Subdistrict  Office  of  the 
Mining  Enforcement  and  Safety  Administra¬ 
tion.  Excursions  above  the  listed  thresholds 
shall  not  be  of  a  greater  magnitude  than  is 
characterized  as  permissible  by  the 
Conference. 

(b)  The  time  weighted  average  airborne 
concentration  of  asbestos  dust  to  which 
employees  are  exposed  shall  not  exceed 
5  fibers  per  milliliter  greater  than  5 
microns  in  length,  as  determined  by  the 
membrane  filter  method  at  400-450  x 
magnification  (4  millimeter  objective)  phase 
contrast  illumination,  as  set  forth  in  the 
1972  edition  of  the  Conference’s  publi¬ 
cation,  entitled  “TLV’s  Threshold  Limit 
Values  for  Chemical  Substances  and  Physical 
Agents  in  the  Workroom  Environment  with 
Intended  Changes  for  1972,”  pages  1  through 
52.  as  incorporated  in  subsection  (a)  of  this 
section  except  that  the  intended  change  in 
TLV’s  for  asbestos  (all  types)  on  page  37 
shall  be  the  threshold  limit  value  for  the 
purposes  of  this  section.  Concentrations 
above  5  fibers  per  milliliter,  but  not  to  exceed 
10  fibers  per  milliliter,  may  be  permitted  up 
to  a  total  of  15  minutes  in  an  hour  for  up  to 
5  hours  in  an  8-hour  day. 

(c)  Employees  shall  be  withdrawn  from 
areas  where  there  is  present  an  airborne 
contaminant  given  a  “C"  designation  by  the 
Conference  and  the  concentration  exceeds 
the  threshold  limit  value  listed  for  that 
contaminant. 

2.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  55.5-5,  promulgated  on  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1970  (35  FR  18587),  as  follows: 

55.5- 5  Mandatory. — Control  of  employee 
exposure  to  harmful  airborne  contaminants 
shall  be,  insofar  as  feasible,  by  prevention  of 
contamination,  removal  by  exhaust  ventila¬ 
tion,  or  by  dilution  with  uncontaminated  air. 
However,  where  accepted  engineering  control 
measures  have  not  been  developed  or  when 
necessary  by  the  nature  of  work  involved 
(for  example,  while  establishing  controls 
or  occasional  entry  into  hazardous  at¬ 
mospheres  to  perform  maintenance  or  inves¬ 
tigation)  ,  employees  may  work  for  reasonable 
periods  of  time  in  concentrations  of  airborne 
contaminants  exceeding  permissible  levels 
if  they  are  protected  by  appropriate  respira¬ 
tory  protective  equipment.  Whenever  res¬ 
piratory  protective  equipment  is  used  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  selection,  maintenance,  training, 
fitting,  supervision,  cleaning,  and  use  shall 
meet  the  following  minimum  requirements: 

(a)  Mining  Enforcement  and  Safety  Ad¬ 
ministration  approved  respirators  which  are 
applicable  and  suitable  for  the  purpose  in¬ 
tended  shall  be  furnished,  and  employees 
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shall  use  the  protective  equipment  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  training  and  instruction. 

(b)  A  respirator  program  consistent  with 
the  requirements  of  ANSI  Z88.2-1969,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  American  National  Standards 
Institute  and  entitled  “American  National 
Standards  Practices  for  Respiratory  Protec¬ 
tion  ANSI  Z88.2-1969,”  approved  August  11, 
1969,  which  is  hereby  incorporated  by  ref¬ 
erence  and  made  a  part  hereof.  This  publica¬ 
tion  may  be  obtained  from  the  American 
National  Standards  Institute,  Inc.,  1430 
Broadway,  New  York,  New  York  10018,  or 
may  be  examined  in  any  Metal  and  Nonmetal 
Mine  Health  and  Safety  District  or  Sub¬ 
district  Office  of  the  Mining  Enforcement 
and  Safety  Administration. 

(c)  When  respiratory  protection  is  used 
in  atmospheres  immediately  harmful  to  life, 
the  presence  of  at  least  one  other  person 
with  backup  equipment  and  rescue  capabil¬ 
ity  shall  be  required  in  the  event  of  failure 
of  the  respiratory  equipment. 

3.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  the  heading 
of  §  55.5  to  read  §  55.5  Air  quality  and 
physical  agents  and  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  55.5-50,  as  follows: 

55.5-50  Mandatory— MNMSAC.— (a)  No 
employee  shall  be  permitted  an  exposure  to 
noise  in  excess  of  that  specified  in  the  table 
below.  Noise  level  measurements  shall  be 
made  using  a  sound  level  meter  meeting  the 
specifications  contained  in  ANSI  Sl.4-1971, 
published  by  the  American  National  Stand¬ 
ards  Institute  and  entitled  “American  Na¬ 
tional  Standard  Specification  for  Sound  Level 
Meters.  ANSI  Sl.4-1971,"  approved  April  27, 
1971,  which  is  hereby  incorporated  by  ref¬ 
erence  and  made  a  part  hereof,  or  by  a 
dosimeter  with  similar  accuracy.  This  publi¬ 
cation  may  be  obtained  from  the  American 
National  Standards  Institute,  Inc.,  1430 
Broadway.  New  York,  New  York  10018,  or  may 
be  examined  in  any  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine 
Health  and  Safety  District  or  Subdistrict 
Office  of  the  Mining  Enforcement  and  Safety 
Administration. 


Permissible  Noise  Exposures 


Duration  per  day, 
hours  of  exposure 


8  _ 
6  . 
4  _ 

3  _ 
2  . 

1V4 

l  . 


*4  - . . 

*4  or  less. 


Sound  level  dDA, 
slow  response 

_  90 

_ _ 92 

-  95 

. . 97 

- 100 

. . .  102 

- 105 

— . .  110 

_ 115 


Note. — When  the  daily  noise  exposure  is 
composed  of  two  or  more  periods  of  noise 
exposure  at  different  levels,  their  combined 
effect  shall  be  considered  rather  than  the 
individual  effect  of  each. 


C  C  CJn 

If  the  sum  +  .  .  .  =-  exceeds  un- 

*" 

ity,  then  the  mixed  exposure  shall  be  consid¬ 
ered  to  exceed  the  permissible  exposure. 
Cn  indicates  the  total  time  of  exposure  at  a 
specified  noise  level,  Tn  indicates  the  total 
time  of  exposure  permitted  at  that  level. 

No  exposure  shall  exceed  115  dBA.  Impact 
or  impulsive  noises  shall  not  exceed  140  dB, 
peak  sound  pressure  level. 

(b)  When  employees’  exposure  exceeds  that 
listed  in  the  above  table,  feasible  administra¬ 
tive  or  engineering  controls  shall  be  utilized. 
If  such  controls  fail  to  reduce  exposure  to 
within  permissible  levels,  personal  protective 
equipment  shall  be  provided  and  used  to  re¬ 
duce  personnel  sound-level  exposures  to 
within  the  values  of  the  table. 
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§  55.6  [Amended] 

4.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  55.6-5.  promulgated  on  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1970  (35  FR  18587) ,  as  follows: 

55.6- 5  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Areas  sur¬ 
rounding  magazines  and  facilities  for  the 
storage  of  blasting  agents  shall  be  kept  clear 
of  rubbish,  brush,  dry  grass,  or  trees  (other 
than  live  trees  10  or  more  feet  tall),  for  a 
distance  not  less  than  25  feet  in  all  direc¬ 
tions,  and  other  unnecessary  combustible 
materials  for  a  distance  of  not  less  than  50 
feet. 

5.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  55.6-12,  as  follows: 

55.6- 12  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Prior  to 
interior  repair  of  facilities  for  storage  of  ex¬ 
plosives,  including  blasting  agents,  all  mate¬ 
rials  stored  within  the  facility  shall  be  re¬ 
moved  and  the  interior  cleaned.  Prior  to  the 
exterior  repair  of  such  facilities,  all  materials 
stored  within  the  facility  shall  be  removed  if 
there  exists  a  possibility  that  such  repairs 
may  produce  a  spark  or  flame.  The  explosives 
removed  from  storage  facilities  to  be  repaired 
shall  be  placed  either  in  other  storage  facili¬ 
ties  appropriate  for  the  storage  of  such  mate¬ 
rials  under  this  section  or  a  safe  distance 
from  the  facilities  under  repair  where  they 
shall  be  properly  guarded  and  protected  un¬ 
til  the  repairs  have  been  completed  and  the 
materials  have  been  returned  to  storage 
within  the  facilities. 

§  55.8  [Amended] 

6.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  man¬ 
datory  standard  55.8-6,  as  follows: 

55.8- 6  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — The  oxy¬ 
gen  intake  coupling  on  Jet-piercing  drills 
shall  be  constructed  so  that  only  the  oxygen 
hose  can  be  coupled  to  it. 

7.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  55.8-7,  as  follows: 

55.8- 7  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — The  com¬ 
bustion  chamber  of  a  Jet  drill  stem  which 
has  been  sitting  unoperated  in  a  drill  hole 
shall  be  flushed  with  a  suitable  solvent  after 
the  stem  is  pulled  up. 

§  55.12  [Amended] 

8.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  advisory 
standard  55.12-32,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12507)  and  to 
make  it  mandatory,  as  follows: 

55.12-32  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Inspec¬ 
tion  and  cover  plates  on  electrical  equip¬ 
ment  and  Junction  boxes  shall  be  kept  in 
place  at  all  times  except  during  testing  or 
repairs. 

§  55.15  [Amended] 

9.  It  is  proposed  to  revoke  advisory 
standard  55.15-12,  promulgated  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1970  (35  FR  3664). 

§  55.19  [Amended] 

10.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  55.19-17,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12509)  as  follows: 

55.19- 7  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — All  man 
hoists  shall  be  provided  with  devices  to 
prevent  overtravel.  When  utilized  in  shafts 
exceeding  100  feet  in  depth,  such  hoists  shall 
also  be  provided  with  overspeed  devices. 

11.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  man¬ 
datory  standard  55.19-13,  as  follows: 

55.19- 13  Mandatory  —  MNMSAC. — Where 
any  diesel  or  similar  fuel-injection  engine  is 
vised  to  power  a  hoist,  the  engine  shall  be 
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equipped  with  a  damper  or  other  cutoff  in 
its  air  intake  system.  The  control  handle 
shall  be  clearly  labeled  to  indicate  that  its 
intended  function  is  for  emergency  stop¬ 
ping  only. 

12.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  55.19-24,  promulgated  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1970  (35  FR  3665),  as  follows: 

55.19-24  Mandatory  —  MNMSAC.  —  The 
rope  shall  be  attached  to  the  load  by  the 
thimble-and-cllp  method,  the  socketing 
method,  or  other  approved  method.  If  the 
socketing  method  is  employed,  zinc  or  its 
equivalent  shall  be  used.  The  use  of  Babbitt 
metal  or  lead  for  socketing  wire  ropes  is 
prohibited.  If  the  thimble-and-clip  method 
is  used,  the  following  shall  be  observed: 

(a)  The  rope  shall  be  attached  to  the 
load  by  passing  one  end  around  an  oval 
thimble  that  is  attached  to  the  load  bending 
the  end  back  so  that  it  is  parallel  to  the  long 
or  “live”  end  of  the  rope  and  fastening  the 
two  parts  of  the  rope  together  with  clips. 

(b)  The  U-bolt  of  each  clip  shall  encircle 
the  short  or  "dead-end”  of  the  rope,  and 
the  distance  between  clips  shall  comply  with 
the  figures  in  the  accompanying  table. 

(c)  The  following  number  of  clips  and 
clip  nut  torques  shall  be  used  for  right 
regular  or  lang  lay  wire  rope,  6  x  19  class  or 
6  x  37  class,  fiber  core  or  independent  wire 
rope  core  (IWRC) : 

(Follow  manufacturer’s  recommendation 
for  other  kinds  of  wire  rope  and  clips.) 


Wire  rope 
diameter 
Cinches) 

Minimum 
number  of 
clips 

Spacing 
of  clips 
(Inches) 

Torque  required 
(ft.-lbs.) 

U-bolt 

Fist  grip 

H - - 

3 

2 

6 

20 

•Vi* _ 

3 

2'4 

12 

20 

»8 . 

3 

20 

36 

h» . 

3 

'->»* 

40 

66 

y2 - 

3 

3 

40 

65 

97  6 . — 

3 

3JS 

75 

126 

% . 

4 

3f4 

75 

125 

5  4 . 

4 

120 

220 

% . 4- 

4 

6>| 

220 

220 

1 . 

6 

6 

220 

220 

m . 

6 

6*4 

220 

360 

V4 _ 

6 

300 

360 

m . 

7 

8*4 

300 

500 

m . 

7 

9 

300 

600 

m . 

7 

9*4 

430 

IH . 

7 

10H 

690 

l '/% . 

8 

1V4 

760 

2 . 

8 

12 

760 

2*4 . 

8 

13 

760 

2 y*. . 

8 

14 

760 

(d)  Apply  the  initial  load  and  retighten 
clip  nuts  to  the  recommended  torque. 

(e)  When  special  conditions  require  the 
attachment  of  a  sling  to  the  hoisting  cable 
to  handle  equipment  in  the  shaft,  the  sling 
shall  be  attached  by  clips  or  equivalent  in 
accordance  with  the  table  in  paragraph  (c) 
of  this  standard. 

13.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  advisory 
standard  55.19-26,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12509)  and  make  it 
mandatory,  as  follows: 

*  *  *  *  * 

55.19- 26  Mandatory — MNMAC. — Safety  de¬ 
vice  attachments  to  hoist  ropes  shall  be 
selected,  installed,  and  maintained  according 
to  manufacturers’  specifications  to  minimize 
internal  corrosion  and  weakening  of  the 
hoist  rope. 

14.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  stand¬ 
ard  55.19-109,  as  follows: 

*  *  *  *  * 

55.19- 109  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Shaft 
inspection  and  repair  work  in  vertical  shafts 
shall  be  performed  from  substantial  plat¬ 


forms  equipped  with  bonnets  or  equivalent 
overhead  protection. 

15.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  stand¬ 
ard  55.19-129,  as  follows: 

55.19-129  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Hoist- 
men  shall  examine  their  hoists  and  shall  test 
overtravel,  deadman  controls,  position  in¬ 
dicators,  and  braking  mechanisms  at  the 
beginning  of  each  shift. 

[FR  Doc .73-18229  Filed  8-28-73:8:45  am] 


[  30  CFR  Part  56  ] 

SAND,  GRAVEL  AND  CRUSHED  STONE 
OPERATIONS 

Proposed  Health  and  Safety  Standards 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  pursuant 
to  the  authority  vested  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  under  the  Federal  Metal 
and  Nonmetallic  Mine  Safety  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  721-740)  to  promulgate  health 
and  safety  standards  for  metal  and  non- 
metal  mines  it  is  proposed  to  amend  Part 
56,  Subchapter  H,  Chapter  I,  Title  30, 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  by  adding, 
revoking,  and  revising  certain  standards 
pertaining  to  air  quality  and  physical 
agents,  explosives,  rotary  jet  piercing, 
electricity,  personal  protection  and  man 
hoisting,  as  set  forth  below.  These 
standards  have  been  developed  after 
consultation  with  the  Metal  and  Non- 
metal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Committee 
appointed  pursuant  to  section  7  of  the 
Act  (30  U.S.C.  726). 

Each  standard  which  is  to  be  a  man¬ 
datory  standard  is  so  designated  by  the 
word  “Mandatory”  which  appears  at 
the  beginning  of  the  section  in  which  the 
standard  is  prescribed.  If  the  Metal  and 
Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  has  recommended  a  mandatory 
standard,  the  standard  will  be  preceded 
by  the  word  “Mandatory”  and  the  letters 
“MNMSAC”  in  this  manner  "Manda¬ 
tory— MNMSAC.” 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  subsection 
(e)  of  section  6  (30  U.S.C.  725(e) )  and  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  subsec¬ 
tion  (d)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C. 
725(d) )  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  the 
period  fixed  for  the  submission  of  written 
data,  views,  or  arguments,  any  person 
who  may  be  adversely  affected  by  a  pro¬ 
posed  health  and  safety  standard  which 
is  designated  as  a  mandatory  standard 
and  which  has  not  been  recommended  as 
a  mandatory  standard  by  the  Metal  and 
Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory  Commit¬ 
tee  may  file  with  the  Secretary  of  the  In¬ 
terior  written  objections  thereto  stating 
the  grounds  for  such  objection  and  re¬ 
questing  a  public  hearing  (subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Administrative  Pro¬ 
cedure  Act)  on  such  objections. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  section 
(e)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C. 
725(e))  proposed  mandatory  standards 
which  have  been  recommended  by  the 
Advisory  Committee,  are  not  subject  to 
hearings. 

Interested  persons  may,  on  or  before 
October  15,  1973,  submit  written  data, 
views,  arguments  or  objections  to  the 
proposals.  All  communications  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Administrator,  Mining 
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Enforcement  and  Safety  Administra¬ 
tion,  Department  of  the  Interior,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20240. 

John  B.  Rigg, 

Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 

of  the  Interior. 


August  23,  1973. 

§  56.5  [Amended] 

1.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  56.5-1  promulgated  on  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1970  (35  FR  18589),  as  follows: 

56.5- 1  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Except  as 
permitted  by  §  56.5-5: 

(a)  The  exposure  to  airborne  contami¬ 
nants,  excluding  asbestos,  shall  not  exceed, 
on  the  basis  of  a  time  weighted  average,  the 
threshold  limit  values  adopted  by  the 
American  Conference  of  Governmental  In¬ 
dustrial  Hygienists,  as  set  forth  and  ex¬ 
plained  in  the  1972  edition  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence's  publication,  entitled  “TLVs  Threshold 
Limit  Values  for  Chemical  Substances  and 
Physical  Agents  in  the  Workroom  Environ¬ 
ment  with  Intended  Changes  for  1972,”  pages 
1  through  52,  which  are  hereby  incorporated 
by  reference  and  made  a  part  hereof.  This 
publlctaion  may  be  obtained  from  the 
American  Conference  of  Governmental  In¬ 
dustrial  Hygienists  by  writing  to  the  Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer,  P.O.  Box  1937,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio  45201,  or  may  be  examined  in  any  Metal 
and  Nonmetal  Mine  Health  and  Safety  Dis¬ 
trict  or  Subdistrict  Office  of  the  Mining  En¬ 
forcement  and  Safety  Administration.  Excur¬ 
sions  above  the  listed  thresholds  shall  not 
be  of  a  greater  magnitude  than  is  charac¬ 
terized  as  permissible  by  the  Conference. 

(b)  The  time  weighted  average  airborne 
concentration  of  asbestos  dust  to  which 
employees  are  exposed  shall  not  exceed  5 
fibers  per  milliliter  greater  than  5  microns 
in  length,  as  determined  by  the  membrane 
filter  method  at  400-450  x  magnification  (4 
millimeter  objective)  phase  contrast  illumi¬ 
nation,  as  set  forth  in  the  1972  edition  of  the 
Conference’s  publication,  entitled  "TLVs 
Threshold  Limit  Values  for  Chemical  Sub¬ 
stances  and  Physical  Agents  in  the  Workroom 
Environment  with  Intended  Changes  for 
1972,"  pages  1  through  52,  as  incorporated  in 
subsection  (a)  of  this  section,  except  that 
the  intended  change  in  TLV’s  for  asbestos 
(all  types)  on  page  37  shall  be  the  threshold 
limit  value  for  the  purposes  of  this  section. 
Concentrations  above  5  fibers  per  milliliter, 
but  not  to  exceed  10  fibers  per  milliliter,  may 
be  permitted  up  to  a  total  of  15  minutes  in 
an  hour  for  up  to  5  hours  in  an  8-hour  day. 

(c)  Employees  shall  be  withdrawn  from 
areas  where  there  is  present  an  airborne 
contaminant  given  a  “C”  designation  by  the 
Conference  and  the  concentration  exceeds 
the  threshold  limit  value  listed  for  that 
contaminant. 

2.  It  Is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  56.5-5,  promulgated  on  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1970  (35  FR  18589),  as  follows: 

*  ,  *  •  *  * 

56.5- 5  Mandatory. — Control  of  employee 
exposure  to  harmful  airborne  contaminants, 
shall  be,  insofar  as  feasible,  by  prevention  of 
contamination,  removal  by  exhaust  ventila¬ 
tion,  or  by  dilution  with  uncontaminated  air. 
However,  where  accepted  engineering  control 
measures  have  not  been  developed  or  when 
necessary  by  the  nature  of  the  work  involved 
(for  example,  while  establishing  controls  or 
occasional  entry  into  hazardous  atmospheres 
to  perform  maintenance  or  investigation), 
employees  may  work  for  reasonable  periods  of 
time  in  concentrations  of  airborne  contam¬ 
inants  exceeding  permissible  levels  If  they 


are  protected  by  appropriate  respiratory  pro¬ 
tective  equipment.  Whenever  respiratory 
protective  equipment  is  used  a  program  for 
selection,  maintenance,  training,  fitting,  su¬ 
pervision,  cleaning,  and  use  shall  meet  the 
following  minimum  requirements: 

(a)  Mining  Enforcement  and  Safety  Ad¬ 
ministration  approved  respirators  which  are 
applicable  and  suitable  for  the  purpose  in¬ 
tended  shall  be  furnished,  and  employees 
shall  use  the  protective  respiratory  equip¬ 
ment  in  accordance  with  training  and 
instruction. 

(b)  A  respirator  program  consistent  with 
the  requirements  of  ANSI  Z88. 2-1969,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  American  National  Standards 
Institute  and  entitled  “American  National 
Standard  Practices  for  Respirator  Protection, 
ANSI  Z88.2-1969,”  approved  August  11,  1969, 
which  is  hereby  incorporated  by  reference 
and  made  a  part  hereof.  This  publication  may 
be  obtained  from  the  American  National 
Standards  Institute,  Inc.,  1430  Broadway, 
New  York,  New  York  10018,  or  may  be  ex¬ 
amined  in  any  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine 
Health  and  Safety  District  or  Subdistrict  Of¬ 
fice.  of  the  Mining  Enforcement  and  Safety 
Administration. 

(c)  When  respiratory  protection  is  used 
in  atmospheres  immediately  harmful  to  life, 
the  presence  of  at  least  one  other  person 
with  backup  equipment  and  rescue  capabil¬ 
ity  shall  be  required  in  the  event  of  failure 
of  the  respiratory  equipment. 

***** 


3.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  the  heading 
of  §  56.5  to  read  §  56.5  Air  quality  and 
physical  agents  and  to  add  a  new  man¬ 
datory  standard  56.5-50,  as  follows: 

56.5-50  Mandatory — MNMSAC. —  (a)  No 
employee  shall  be  permitted  an  exposure  to 
noise  in  excess  of  that  specified  in  the  table 
below.  Noise  level  measurements  shall  be 
made  using  a  sound  level  meter  meeting  the 
specifications  contained  in  ANSI  SI. 4-1971, 
published  by  the  American  National  Stand¬ 
ards  Institute  and  entitled  “American  Na¬ 
tional  Standard  Specifications  for  Sound 
Level  Meters,  ANSI  Sl.4-1971,”  approved 
April  27,  1971,  which  is  hereby  incorporated 
by  reference  and  made  a  part  hereof,  or  by 
a  dosimeter  with  similar  accuracy.  This  pub¬ 
lication  may  be  obtained  from  the  American 
National  Standards  Institute,  Inc.,  1430 
Broadway,  New  York,  New  York  10018,  or  may 
be  examined  in  any  Metal  and  Nonmetal 
Mine  Health  and  Safety  District  or  Subdis¬ 
trict  Office  of  the  Mining  Enforcement  and 
Safety  Administration. 

Permissible  Noise  Exposures 


Duration  per  day.  Sound  level  dBA, 

hours  of  exposure  slow  response 


8 _  90 

6  .  92 

4  .  95 

3  . - . - .  97 

2 . . .  100 

1(4  _ _  102 

1  . 105 

Vi  .  no 

%  or  less _  115 


Note. — When  the  daily  noise  exposure  is 
composed  of  two  or  more  periods  of  noise 
exposure  at  different  levels,  their  combined 
effect  shall  be  considered  rather  than  the 
individual  effect  of  each. 


HthesumCi/Ti+C«/Ti+  •  •  •  C«/T* 

exceeds  unity,  then  the  mixed  exposure  shall 
be  considered  to  exceed  the  permissible  ex¬ 
posure.  Cn  indicates  the  total  times  of  ex¬ 
posure  at  a  specified  noise  level,  and  Tn  in¬ 
dicates  the  total  time  of  exposure  permitted 
at  that  level. 


No  exposure  shall  exceed  115  dBA.  Impact 
or  impulsive  noises  shall  not  exceed  140  dB, 
peak  sound  pressure  level. 

(b)  When  employees'  exposure  exceeds 
that  listed  in  the  above  table,  feasible  ad¬ 
ministrative  or  engineering  controls  shall  be 
utilized.  If  such  controls  fail  to  reduce  ex¬ 
posure  to  permissible  levels,  personal  pro¬ 
tective  equipment  shall  be  provided  and  used 
to  reduce  personnel  sound-level  exposures  to 
within  the  values  of  the  table. 

§  56.6  [Amended] 

4.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  advisory 
standard  56.6-5,  promulgated  on  Febru¬ 
ary  25,  1970  (35  FR  3667),  and  make  it 
mandatory,  as  follows: 

56.6- 5  Mandatory — MNMSAC . — Areas  sur¬ 
rounding  magazines  and  facilities  for  the 
storage  of  blasting  agents  shall  be  kept  clear 
of  rubbish,  brush,  dry  grass,  or  trees  (other 
than  live  trees  10  or  more  feet  tall ) ,  for  a 
distance  not  less  than  25  feet  in  all  direc¬ 
tions,  and  other  unnecessary  combustible 
materials  for  a  distance  of  not  less  than  50 
feet. 

5.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  man¬ 
datory  standard  56.6-12,  as  follows: 

56.6- 12  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Prior  to 
interior  repair  of  facilities  for  storage  of  ex¬ 
plosives,  including  blasting  agents  all  mate¬ 
rials  stored  within  the  facility  shall  be  re¬ 
moved  and  the  interior  cleaned.  Prior  to  the 
exterior  repair  of  such  facilities,  all  materials 
stored  within  the  facility  shall  be  removed, 
if  there  exists  a  possibility  that  such  repairs 
may  produce  a  spark  or  flame.  The  explo¬ 
sives  removed  from  storage  facilities  to  be 
repaired  shall  be  placed  either  in  other  stor¬ 
age  facilities  appropriate  for  the  storage  of 
such  materials  under  this  section  or  a  safe 
distance  from  the  facilities  under  repair 
where  they  shall  be  properly  guarded  and 
protected  until  the  repairs  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  the  materials  have  been  returned 
to  storage  within  the  facilities. 

§  56.8  [Amended] 

6.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  56.8-6,  as  follows: 

56.8- 6  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — The  oxy¬ 
gen  intake  coupling  on  jet-piercing  drills 
shall  be  constructed  so  that  only  the  oxygen 
hose  can  be  coupled  to  It. 

7.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  56.8-7,  as  follows: 

56.8- 7  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — The  com¬ 
bustion  chamber  of  a  jet  drill  stem  which 
has  been  sitting  unoperated  in  a  drill  hole 
shall  be  flushed  with  a  suitable  solvent  after 
the  stem  is  pulled  up. 

§  56.12  [Amended] 

8.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  advisory 
standard  56.12-32,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12513) ,  and  to  make 
it  mandatory,  as  follows: 

56.12-32  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Inspec¬ 
tion  and  cover  plates  on  electrical  equipment 
and  Junction  boxes  shall  be  kept  in  place  at 
all  times  except  during  testing  or  repairs. 

§  56.15  [Amended] 

9.  It  is  proposed  to  revoke  advisory 
standard  56.15-12,  promulgated  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1970  (35  FR  3670) . 

§  56.19  [Amended] 

10.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  56.19-7,  promulgated  on  July  31, 
1969  (34  FR  12515),  as  follows: 
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56.19- 7  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — All  man 
hoists  shall  be  provided  with  devices  to  pre¬ 
vent  overtravel.  When  utilized  In  shafts  ex¬ 
ceeding  100  feet  In  depth,  such  hoists  shall 
also  be  provided  with  overspeed  devices. 

11.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  56.19-13,  as  follows: 

56.19- 13  Mandatory — MNMSAC.  —  Where 
any  diesel  or  similar  fuel-injection  engine  is 
used  to  power  a  hoist,  the  engine  shall  be 
equipped  with  a  damper  or  other  cutoff  In 
Its  air  Intake  system.  The  control  handle 
shall  be  clearly  labeled  to  indicate  that  its 
intended  function  is  for  emergency  stopping 
only. 

12.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  56.19-24,  promulgated  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1970  (35  FR  3670),  as  follows: 

56.19- 24  Mandatory  —  MNMSAC.  —  The 
rope  shall  be  attached  to  the  load  by  the 
thimble-and-clip  method,  the  socketing 
method,  or  other  approved  method.  If  the 
socketing  method  is  employed,  zinc  or  its 
equivalent  shall  be  used.  The  use  of  Babbitt 
metal  or  lead  for  socketing  wire  ropes  is  pro¬ 
hibited.  If  the  thimble-and-clip  method  is 
used,  the  following  shall  be  observed: 

(a)  The  rope  shall  be  attached  to  the  load 
by  passing  one  end  around  an  oval  thimble 
that  is  attached  to  the  load  bending  the  end 
back  so  that  it  is  parallel  to  the  long  or  “live” 
end  of  the  rope  and  fastening  the  two  parts 
of  the  rope  together  with  clips. 

(b)  The  U-bolt  of  each  clip  shall  encircle 
the  short  or  “dead-end”  of  the  rope,  and  the 
distance  between  clips  shall  comply  with  the 
figures  in  the  accompanying  table. 

(c)  The  following  number  of  clips  and  clip 
nut  torques  shaU  be  used  for  right  regular 
or  lang  lay  wire  rope,  6  x  19  class  or  6  x  37 
class,  fiber  core  or  independent  wire  rope 
core  (IWRC) : 

(Follow  manufacturer's  recommendations 
for  other  kinds  of  wire  rope  and  clips.) 


Wire  rope 
diameter 
(inches) 

Minimum 
number  of 
clips 

Spacing  Torque  required 
of  clips  (ft. -lbs.) 

(inches)  - 

U-bolt  Fist  grip 

\/K 

3 

*> 

o 

20 

. 

3 

2'4 

12 

20 

H . 

3 

2'A 

20 

35 

7A* . . 

3 

2% 

40 

05 

'A . 

3 

3 

40 

05 

9i« . 

3 

3>A 

76 

125 

% . 

4 

3*4 

75 

125 

*4 . 

4 

4V5 

120 

220 

li . 

4 

h'A 

220 

220 

1 . 

5 

6 

220 

220 

m . 

6 

o»f 

220 

300 

1  Va . 

6 

m 

300 

300 

VA . . 

7 

8  Va. 

300 

500 

1V5 . 

7 

300 

600 

m . 

7 

<>V, 

430  ... 

l  *4 . 

7 

lo'A 

500  ... 

VA . 

s 

m  i 

750  ... 

2... . 

H 

12 

750  ... 

VA . . 

s 

13 

760  ... 

2J4 . 

8 

14 

750  ... 

(d)  Apply  the  initial  load  and  retighten 
clip  nuts  to  the  recommended  torque. 

(e)  When  special  conditions  require  the 
attachment  of  a  sling  to  the  hoisting  cable 
to  handle  equipment  in  the  shaft,  the  sling 
shall  be  attached  by  clips  or  equivalent  in 
accordance  with  the  table  in  paragraph  (c) 
of  this  standard. 

13.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  advisory 
standard  56.19-26,  promulgated  on  July 
31,  1969  (34  FR  12516) ,  and  to  make  it 
mandatory,  as  follows : 

56.19-26  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Safety 
device  attachments  to  hoist  ropes  shall  be 
selected,  Installed,  and  maintained  accord¬ 


ing  to  manufacturers’  specifications  to  mini¬ 
mize  internal  corrosion  and  weakening  of  the 
hoist  rope. 

14.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  stand¬ 
ard  56.19-109,  as  follow’s: 

56.19- 109  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Shaft 
inspection  and  repair  work  in  vertical  shafts 
shall  be  performed  from  substantial  plat¬ 
forms  equipped  with  bonnets  or  equivalent 
overhead  protection. 

15.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  stand¬ 
ard  56.19-129,  as  follows: 

56.19- 129  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Hoist- 
men  shall  examine  their  hoists  and  shall  test 
overtravel,  deadman  controls,  position  Indi¬ 
cators,  and  braking  mechanisms  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  each  shaft. 
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[  30  CFR  Part  57  ] 

HEALTH  AND  SAFETY  STANDARDS — 

METAL  AND  NONMETALLIC  UNDER¬ 
GROUND  MINES 

Proposed  Health  and  Safety  Standards 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  pursuant 
to  the  authority  vested  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  under  the  Federal  Metal 
and  Nonmetallic  Mine  Safety  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  721-740)  to  promulgate  health 
and  safety  standards  for  metal  and  non- 
metal  mines  it  is  proposed  to  amend  Part 
57,  Subchapter  N,  Chapter  I,  Title  30, 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  by  revis¬ 
ing  the  definition  of  ‘‘working  level,”  and 
by  adding,  revoking,  and  revising  certain 
standards  pertaining  to  ground  control, 
air  quality,  ventilation,  radiation,  and 
physical  agents,  explosives,  rotary  jet 
piercing,  electricity,  personal  protection 
and  man  hoisting,  as  set  forth  below. 
These  standards  have  been  developed 
after  consultation  with  the  Federal  Metal 
and  Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Advisory 
Committee  appointed  pursuant  to  sec¬ 
tion  7  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C.  726). 

Each  standard  which  is  to  be  a  manda¬ 
tory  standard  is  so  designated  by  the 
word  “Mandatory”  which  appears  at  the 
beginning  of  the  section  in  which  the 
standard  is  prescribed.  If  the  Federal 
Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Safety  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee  has  recommended  a 
mandatory  standard,  the  standard  will 
be  preceded  by  the  word  “Mandatory” 
and  the  letters  “MNMSAC”  in  this  man¬ 
ner  “ Mandatory — MNMSAC.” 

Subject  to  te  provisions  of  subsection 
(e)  of  section  6  (30  U.S.C.  725  (e))  and 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sub¬ 
section  (d)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30 
U.S.C.  725  (d) )  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  the  period  fixed  for  the  submission 
of  written  data,  views,  or  arguments,  any 
person  who  may  be  adversely  affected  by 
a  proposed  health  and  safety  standard 
which  is  designated  as  a  mandatory 
standard  and  which  has  not  been  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  mandatory  standard  by  the 
Federal  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Safety 
Advisory  Committee  may  file  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  written  objec¬ 
tions  thereto  stating  the  grounds  for 
such  objection  and  requesting  a  public 
hearing  (subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Administrative  Procedure  Act)  on 
such  objection. 


Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  subsec¬ 
tion  (e)  of  section  6  of  the  Act  (30  U.S.C. 
725  (e) )  proposed  mandatory  standards 
which  have  been  recommended  by  the 
Advisory  Committee,  are  not  subject  to 
hearings. 

Interested  persons  may,  on  or  before 
October  15,  1973,  submit  written  data, 
views,  arguments,  or  objections  to  the 
proposals.  All  communications  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Administrator,  Mining 
Enforcement  and  Safety  Administration, 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington, 
D.C.  20240. 

John  B.  Rigg, 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Interior. 

August  23,  1973. 

1.  It  is  proposed  to  transfer  the  prefa¬ 
tory  statement  defining  the  term  “work¬ 
ing  level”  before  mandatory  standard 
57.5-37  and  under  the  headling  “Radia¬ 
tion,”  promulgated  on  February  25,  1970 
(35  FR  3672),  to  §  57.2  “Definitions”  and 
revised  the  definition  as  follows: 

§  57.2  Definitions,  MNMSAC. 

*  *  *  *  * 

“Working  level”  (WL)  means  any 
combination  of  the  short-lived  radon 
daughters  in  one  liter  of  air  that  will 
result  in  ultimate  emission  of  1.3  x  105 
MeV  (million  electron  volts)  of  potential 
alpha  energy,  and  exposure  to  these 
radon  daughters  over  a  period  of  time  is 
expressed  in  terms  of  “working  level 
months”  (WLM).  Inhalation  of  air  con¬ 
taining  a  radon  daughter  concentration 
of  1  WL  for  173  hours  results  in  an  ex¬ 
posure  of  1  WLM. 

*  *  *  *  * 

§  57.3  [Amended] 

2.  It  is  proposed  to  revoke  advisory 
standard  57.3-27,  promulgated  on  July 
31,  1969  (34  FR  12519). 

§  57.5  [Amended] 

3.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  57.5-1,  promulgated  on  De¬ 
cember  8,  1970  (35  FR  18591)  which  ap¬ 
plies  to  surface  and  underground,  as 
follows: 

57.5-1  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Except  as 
permitted  by  §  57.5-5: 

(a)  The  exposure  to  airborne  contam¬ 
inants,  excluding  asbestos,  shall  not  exceed, 
on  the  basis  of  a  time  weighted  average,  the 
thresh6ld  limit  values  adopted  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Conference  of  Governmental  Industrial 
Hygienists,  as  set  forth  and  explained  in  the 
1972  edition  of  the  Conference's  publication, 
entitled  “TLVs  Threshold  Limit  Values  for 
Chemical  Substances  and  Physical  Agents  in 
the  Workroom  Environment  with  Intended 
Changes  for  1972,”  pages  1  through  52,  which 
are  hereby  incorporated  by  reference  and 
made  a  part  hereof.  This  publication  may  be 
obtained  from  the  American  Conference  of 
Governmental  Industrial  Hygienists  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  P.O.  Box  1937, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45201,  or  may  be  examined 
in  any  Metal  and  Nonmetal  Mine  Health  and 
Safety  District  or  Subdistrict  Office  of  the 
Mining  Enforcement  and  Safety  Administra¬ 
tion.  Excursions  above  the  listed  thresholds 
Shall  not  be  of  a  greater  magnitude  than 
is  characterized  as  permissible  by  the 
Conference. 
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(b)  The  time  weighted  average  airborne 
concentration  of  asbestos  dust  to  which 
employees  are  exposed  shall  not  exceed  5 
fibers  per  milliliter  greater  than  5  microns 
In  length,  as  determined  by  the  membrane 
filter  method  at  400-450  x  magnification  (4 
millimeter  objective)  phase  contrast  illumi¬ 
nation,  as  set  forth  Is  the  1972  edition  of  the 
Conference’s  publication,  entitled  “TLVs 
Threshold  Limit  Values  for  Chemical  Sub¬ 
stances  and  Physical  Agents  In  the  Workroom 
Environment  with  Intended  Changes  for 
1972,”  pages  1  through  52,  as  Incorporated  In 
subsection  (a)  of  this  section  except  that 
the  Intended  change  in  TLVs  for  asbestos 
(all  types)  on  page  37  shall  be  the  threshold 
limit  value  for  the  purpose  of  this  section. 
Concentrations  above  5  fibers  per  milliliter, 
but  not  to  exceed  10  fibers  per  milliliter,  may 
be  permitted  up  to  a  total  of  15  minutes  in 
an  hour  for  up  to  5  hours  in  an  8-hour  day. 

(c)  Employees  shall  be  withdrawn  from 
areas  where  there  is  present  an  airborne 
contaminant  given  a  “C”  designation  by  the 
Conference  and  the  concentration  exceeds 
the  threshold  limit  value  listed  for  that 
contaminant. 

4.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  57.5-5,  promulgated  on  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1970  (35  FR  18591),  which  applies 
to  surface  and  underground,  as  follows: 

57.5-5  Mandatory. — Control  of  employee 
exposure  to  harmful  airborne  contaminants 
shall  be,  insofar  as  feasible,  by  prevention 
of  contamination,  removal  by  exhaust  ven¬ 
tilation,  or  by  dilution  with  uncontaminated 
air.  However,  where  accepted  engineering 
control  measures  have  not  been  developed 
or  when  necessary  by  the  nature  of  the  work 
Involved  (for  example,  while  establishing 
controls  or  occasional  entry  into  hazardous 
atmospheres  to  perform  maintenance  or  in¬ 
vestigation),  employees  may  work  for  rea¬ 
sonable  periods  of  time  in  concentrations  of 
airborne  contaminants  exceeding  permissible 
levels  if  they  are  protected  by  appropriate 
respiratory  protective  equipment.  Whenever 
respiratory  protective  equipment  is  used  a 
program  for  selection,  maintenance,  training, 
fitting,  supervision,  cleaning,  and  use  shall 
meet  the  following  minimum  requirements: 

(a)  Mining  Enforcement  and  Safety  Ad¬ 
ministration  approved  respirators  which  are 
applicable  and  suitable  for  the  purpose  in¬ 
tended  shall  be  furnished,  and  employees 
shall  use  the  protective  respiratory  equip¬ 
ment  in  accordance  with  training  and 
Instruction. 

(b)  A  respirator  program  consistent 
with  the  requirements  of  ANSI  Z88.2- 
1969,  published  by  the  American  Na¬ 
tional  Standards  Institute  entitled 
“American  National  Standard  Practices 
for  Respiratory  Protection,  ANSI  Z88.2- 
1969,”  approved  August  11,  1969,  which 
is  hereby  incorporated  by  reference  and 
made  a  part  hereof.  This  publication 
may  be  obtained  from  the  American 
National  Standards  Institute,  Inc.,  1430 
Broadway,  New  York,  New  York  10018, 
or  may  be  examined  in  any  Metal  and 
Nonmetal  Mine  Health  and  Safety  Dis¬ 
trict  or  Subdistrict  Office  of  the  Mining 
Enforcement  and  Safety  Administration. 

(c)  When  respiratory  protection  is 
used  in  atmospheres  immediately  harm¬ 
ful  to  life,  the  presence  of  at  least  one 
other  person  with  backup  equipment 
and  rescue  capability  shall  be  required 
in  the  event  of  failure  of  the  respiratory 
equipment. 

5.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  the  heading 
of  §  57.5  to  read  §  57.5  Air  quality;  ven¬ 


tilation,  radiation  and  physical  agents, 
and  to  add  a  new  mandatory  standard 
57.5-50  which  applies  to  surface  and 
underground,  as  follows: 

57.5  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — (a)  No  em¬ 
ployee  shall  be  permitted  an  exposure  to 
noise  in  excess  of  that  specified  In  the  table 
below.  Noise  level  measurements  shall  be 
made  using  a  sound  level  meter  meeting  the 
specifications  contained  in  ANSI  SI  .4—1971, 
published  by  the  American  National  Stand¬ 
ards  Institute  and  entitled  “American  Na¬ 
tional  Standard  Specifications  for  Sound 
Level  Meters,  ANSI  SI. 4-1971”,  approved 
April  27,  1971,  which  is  hereby  incorporated 
by  reference  and  made  a  part  hereof,  or  by 
a  dosimeter  with  similar  accuracy.  This  pub¬ 
lication  may  be  obtained  from  the  American 
National  Standards  Institute,  Inc.,  1430 
Broadway,  New  York,  New  York  10018,  or  may 
be  examined  in  any  Metal  and  Nonmetal 
Mine  Health  and  Safety  District  or  Subdis¬ 
trict  Office  of  the  Mining  Enforcement  and 
Safety  Administration. 

Permissible  Noise  Exposures 


Duration  per  day, 
hours  of  exposure 


Vs  . 

or  less 


Sound  level  dBA, 
slow  response 

_  90 

. .  92 

_  95 

_  97 

. .  100 

_  102 

105 

.  110 

_  115 


Note. — When  the  daily  noise  exposure  Is 
composed  of  two  or  more  periods  of  noise 
exposure  at  different  levels,  their  combined 
effect  shall  be  considered  rather  than  the 
individual  effect  of  each. 


terlals  stored  within  the  facility  shall  be 
removed,  if  there  exists  a  possibility  that 
such  repairs  may  produce  a  spark  or  flame. 
The  explosives  removed  from  storage  facili¬ 
ties  to  be  repaired  shall  be  placed  either  in 
other  storage  facilities  appropriate  for  the 
storage  of  such  materials  under  this  section 
or  a  safe  distance  from  the  facilities  under 
repair  where  they  shall  be  properly  guarded 
and  protected  until  the  repairs  have  been 
completed  and  the  materials  have  been  re¬ 
turned  to  storage  within  the  facilities. 

§  57.8  [Amended] 

8.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  57.8-6  which  applies  to 
surface  only,  as  follows: 

57.8- 6  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — The  oxy¬ 
gen  intake  coupling  on  jet-piercing  drills 
shall  be  constructed  so  that  only  the  oxygen 
hose  can  be  coupled  to  it. 

9.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  57.8-7  which  applies  to 
surface  only,  as  follows: 

57.8- 7  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — The  com¬ 
bustion  chamber  of  a  jet  drill  stem  which 
has  been  sitting  unoperated  in  a  drill  hole 
shall  be  flushed  with  a  suitable  solvent  after 
the  stem  is  pulled  up. 

§  57.12  [Amended] 

10.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  advisory 
standard  57.12-32,  promulgated  on  July 
31,  1969  (34  FR  12522)  which  applies  to 
surface  and  underground,  and  to  make 
it  mandatory,  as  follows: 

57.12-32  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Inspec¬ 
tion  and  cover  plates  on  electrical  equipment 
and  Junction  boxes  shall  be  kept  in  place  at 
all  times  except  during  testing  or  repairs. 


IfthesumCi/Ti  +  Ca/T»+  •  •  •  Cn/T» 

exceeds  unity,  then  the  mixed  exposure  shall 
be  considered  to  exceed  the  permissible  ex¬ 
posure.  Cn  indicates  the  total  time  of  ex¬ 
posure  at  a  specified  noise  level,  and  Tn 
indicates  the  total  time  of  exposure  per¬ 
mitted  at  that  level. 

No  exposure  shall  exceed  115  dBA.  Impact  or 
impulsive  noises  shall  not  exceed  140  dB, 
peak  sound  pressure  level. 

(b)  When  employees’  exposure  exceeds 
that  listed  in  the  above  table,  feasible  admin¬ 
istrative  or  engineering  controls  shall  be 
utilized.  If  such  controls  fail  to  reduce  ex¬ 
posure  to  permissible  levels,  personal  protec¬ 
tive  equipment  shall  be  provided  and  used 
to  reduce  personnel  sound-level  exposures  to 
within  the  values  of  the  table. 

§57.6  [Amended] 

6.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  57.6-5,  promulgated  on  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1970  (35  FR  18591),  which  applies 
to  surface  and  underground,  as  follows: 

57.6- 5  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Areas  sur¬ 
rounding  magazines  and  facilities  for  the 
storage  of  blasting  agents  shall  be  kept  clear 
of  rubbish,  brush,  dry  grass,  or  trees  (other 
than  live  trees  10  or  more  feet  tall),  for  a 
distance  not  less  than  25  feet  in  all  direc¬ 
tions,  and  other  unnecessary  combustible 
materials  for  a  distance  of  not  less  than  50 
feet. 

7.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  57.6-12  which  applies  to 
surface  and  underground,  as  follows: 

57.6- 12  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Prior  to 
interior  repair  of  facilities  for  storage  of  ex¬ 
plosives,  including  blasting  agents,  all  ma¬ 
terials  stored  within  the  facility  shall  be 
removed  and  the  interior  cleaned.  Prior  to 
the  exterior  repair  of  such  facilities,  all  ma- 


§57.15  [Amended] 

11.  It  is  proposed  to  revoke  advisory 
standard  57.15-12,  promulgated  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1970  (35  FR  3676)  which  is 
applicable  to  surface  and  underground. 

§  57.19  [Amended] 

12.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  57.19-7,  promulgated  on  July 
31,  1969  (34  FR  12524) ,  as  follows: 

57.19- 7  Mandatory— MNMSAC. — All  man 
hoists  shall  be  provided  with  devices  to  pre¬ 
vent  overtravel.  When  utilized  in  shafts  ex¬ 
ceeding  100  feet  in  depth,  such  hoists  shall 
also  be  provided  with  overspeed  devices. 

13.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  manda¬ 
tory  standard  57.19-13,  as  follows: 

57.19- 13  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — Where 
any  diesel  or  similar  fuel-injection  engine  is 
used  to  power  a  hoist,  the  engine  shall  be 
equipped  with  a  damper  or  other  cutoff  in  its 
air  intake  system.  The  control  handle  shall 
be  clearly  labeled  to  indicate  that  its  in¬ 
tended  function  is  for  emergency  stopping 
only. 

14.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  mandatory 
standard  57.19-24,  promulgated  on 
February  25,  1970  (35  FR  3676),  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

57.19- 24  Mandatory — MNMSAC. — The  rope 
shall  be  attached  to  the  load  by  the  thimble- 
and-clip  method,  the  socketing  method,  or 
other  approved  method.  If  the  socketing 
method  is  employed,  zinc  or  its  equivalent 
shall  be  used.  The  use  of  Babbit  metal  or  lead 
for  socketing  wire  rope  is  prohibited.  If  the 
thlmble-and-clip  method  is  used,  the  follow¬ 
ing  shall  be  observed : 

(a)  The  rope  shall  be  attached  to  the  load 
by  passing  one  end  around  an  oval  thimble 
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that  is  attached  to  the  load  bending  the 
end  back  so  that  it  is  parallel  to  the  long  or 
"live”  end  of  the  rope  and  fastening  the  two 
parts  of  the  rope  together  with  clips. 

(b)  The  tr-bolt  of  each  clip  shall  encircle 
the  short  or  “deadend”  of  the  rope,  and  the 
distance  between  clips  shall  comply  with  the 
figures  in  the  accompanying  table. 

(c)  The  following  number  of  clips  and  clip 
nut  torques  shall  be  used  for  right  regular 
or  lang  lay  wire  rope,  6  x  19  class  or  6  x  37 
class,  fiber  core  or  independent  wire  rope  core 
(IWRC) : 

(Follow  manufacturer's  recommendations 
for  other  kinds  of  wire  rope  and  clips.) 


Wire  rope 
diameter 
(inches) 

Minimum 
number  of 
clips 

Spacing 
of  clips 
(inches) 

Torque  required 
(ft-lbs) 

U-bolt 

Fist  grip 

V* . 

3 

o 

6 

20 

fie. . 

3 

2‘  4 

12 

20 

fs- . 

3 

2'A 

20 

35 

he. . 

3 

2't 

40 

65 

Yt . 

3 

3 

40 

65 

®ie . 

3 

ZV2 

75 

125 

H . 

4 

3*4 

75 

125 

?4 . 

4 

4  lA 

120 

220 

4 

6% 

220 

220 

1.... . 

5 

6 

220 

220 

m . 

6 

6  *4 

220 

300 

1 ' 4 . 

fi 

300 

300 

I3  8 . 

7 

8)4 

300 

500 

lJu . 

7 

y 

300 

500 

m . - 

7 

'A* 

430 

1*4 . 

7 

W/i 

5t*0 

l74 . 

8 

ny< 

750 

2 . 

8 

12 

750 

2% . 

8 

13 

760 

2>4 . 

8 

14 

760 

(d)  Apply  the  initial  load  and  retighten 
clip  nuts  to  the  recommended  torque. 

(e)  When  special  conditions  require  the 
attachment  of  a  sling  to  the  hoisting  cable 
to  handle  equipment  in  the  shaft,  the  sling 
shall  be  attached  by  clips  or  equivalent  in 
accordance  with  the  table  in  paragraph  (c)  of 
this  standard. 

15.  It  is  proposed  to  revise  advisory 
standard  57.19-26,  promulgated  on 
July  31,  1969  (34  FR  12524) ,  and  to  make 
it  mandatory,  as  follows : 

57.19- 26  Mandatory  —  MNMSAC. — Safety 
device  attachments  to  hoist  ropes  shall  be 
selected,  installed,  and  maintained  accord¬ 
ing  to  manufacturers’  specifications  to  mini¬ 
mize  internal  corrosion  and  weakening  of  the 
hoist  rope. 

16.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  stand¬ 
ard  57.19-109  as  follows: 

57.19- 109  Mandatory  —  MNMSAC. — Shaft 
inspection  and  repair  work  in  vertical  shafts 
shall  be  performed  from  substantial  plat¬ 
forms  equipped  with  bonnets  or  equivalent 
overhead  protection. 

17.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  new  stand¬ 
ard  57.19-129  as  follows: 

57.19- 29  Mandatory  —  MNMSAC.— Hoist- 
men  shall  examine  their  hoists  and  shall  test 
overtravel,  deadman  controls,  position  indi¬ 
cators,  and  braking  mechanisms  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  each  shift. 

[FR  Doc.73-18231  Filed  8-28-73:8:45  amj 
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